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T pibaes are approximately 2 million
7 ri‘b@.gﬁ’g Yao living inside China, and
some of the guerrillas have
family conncctions there. Meo
and Lao Theung tribesmen
are also used for similar rea-
sons.

The teains are normally
flown to a sod airstrip known
as “Site 93" or “Moung,
Moune™ about 20 kilometers !
Chronicle Foreign Service  north of Nam Lieu, near the

A €t Mekong river where it forms
H(:lfo,l Sal, Laos .. a border with Burma.

This skfcpy Mckong riv.  gometimeos they are put
er town is as close as a down right on the banks of
journalist with any regaird Meckong by helicopters. They
for his safety can get to carry mstuntly inflatable

e > rubber rafts to use crossing
a .S-OCI.Ct CIA ,O"tpOSt(Im Mekong into Burma.
which is the staging area yyom Burma they continue
for armed reconnaissance northwest, entering China
teams being inserted by ahout 50 kilometers from Site

. : Yofne 4 HA|
g]heinaUmted- S_tates into The teams from Nam Lieu
o are gone three to four
Sources close to the CLA months, maintaining contact
.pinpoint the staging areaby radio with Nam Licuand
at a small mountain valley with airplanes which f!y
-airstrip called Nam Licwclose to the China border in
"(Nam Yu) 15 minutes’ fly- order to pick up their broad-
ing time north of Houei casts. )
'Sai. According to the same On at least onc occasion an
‘highly  reliable sources, air planc has bccq aln}ost
(“there is alwavs a team jn shot down for straying into
'China.” : ,China. During July 1968, an

I : It ot ap?? H

. . : : 'Air  America “‘porter’” sin-

The teams are ecquipped. - :
with American small ellrngls). a Rle-engine plane with two
special three-pound radio aboard crossed the Chinese
with a range of 400 miles frontiqr near the tri-borders
and other special gear. Their ?f Iﬁ urm{a.bL&O S\ﬁﬁﬁsc?ﬁgf‘c
missions rare to tap Chinese.mm 5 0 ob antioaireraft
telegraph lines, watch roads DIOWh away oy blo L
‘and do other types of intelli- five but the plane was able 1o
gence gathering. Teams have 1mp backto basc.

Noe Several of the teams in-
.%)(ﬁ]iﬁaas far as 200 miles mto'serled into China have been

. . captured, and some have
Each team is said to con- qijtehed allegiances, return-
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By Michael Morrow

(:) sist of about 15. men, most j,» {o Nam Lieu as
¥ of whom are Yao hill tribes- oo nter-spics.

“men. Yao are uscd because
this tribe lives in large num-
bers along the mountainous
frontiers of L. aos, Burma,
Thailand and China. There

CIHINESE
There has been atleast one
pecasion when a returning
team brought Chinese backi

with it. During 1988, five lo-
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cal Chinecse functionaries
caught up in the purges of
the Cultural Revolution in
China defecicd toa Nam
Licu reconnaissance team.,
They were brought to Nam

Licu by the team. There they

were well treated by the
Amecricans for a time but

: CIA-RDP73B00296R000300090009-1

‘Super-Secret Missions.

in -1'(;‘3'“ o\ x\ !

World War 11, Ir: the '50s he
helped organize Tibetan
CIA-aided insurgents, escort-
ed them to Colorado for
training and finally went
back with them into Tibet.
Later he woried in the
Thai-Cambadian border areca

eventually turned over to the
Royal Laotian Government.
Accorcling to sources close
fo the CIA the five were
thrown into. the Laotian
cquivalent of a ‘liger's
cage,” a 12 by 12 by-12 foot

with the “Khmer Blue"” anti-
Sihanouk guerrills receiving

‘assistance from the CIA, and”

in other parts of Thailand

with other guerr:lia groups
for a total of five years.

He has been in and out of

|
f

pit exposed fo the clementsLaos since before the Geneva
and without 'sanitation 'facili-ACCOl'qS 9f 1962, and was ane
tics, and eventually exccuted, of the’ first Americans in-
. : volved in arming and train-
DIRECTED ing hill tribes paramilitary

Like mostCIA operationsgroups in Laos.
in Laos, the ¢ne at Nam Liet  He refuses to ‘have his pic-

is directed from a supCr-tyre taken, andonec literally

sceret headquarters at Udorn threw a journalisi’s camera
airbase in Northeast Thal-away for taking « picture of
land. There are four Amerishim, He has refu:ad lo obey
cans at Nam:Lieu, howeveryhigher orders comumanding
hecaded by -a vough- him to commit his naramili-

and-tumble veteran clandes-tary guerrillas to large-scale

tine guerrilla organizer agtacks away from their
named Anthony Poe. home arvea, and often disre-
In addition to activities in= gards radio procedures.
side China, Poe and histeam® Those who know him say
also work with hill tribesmen his drinking stems from the
in the area, organizing, train- dangerous life he leads, par-
ing, equipping and resupply-ticularly the flying he does
ing them. There is also athrough thetreacherous
joint operation: between the mountains of norinern Laos.
“SGU” (specialguerrilla  Poe is highly respected by
units) and Thai” Army which some but hated hy others in-
they direct at: Xieng Lom volved in secret operations in
south of Houei Sal on the Laos for his brusque and
Lao-Thai border. {stubborn manner. ile is said
Poc is a legendary figure to prefer working with the
in Laos, known:best for his'hill tribes to working with
dislike of journalists, disre- Americans and looks down
gard for orders and radio on most American operations
,codes, capacity for Lao whis- because of their heavy reli:
'key and expertisé at clandes- ance on American personnel.
| tine guerrilla operations. Poe is said rnot to have
He is an ecx-Marine non- been back to the U.S. in 15
commissioned offi¢er, wound--years. He is perhaps the only
ed in landing at 'IIwo Jima, American legally married to

|who remained in Asia after a woman of the hill tribes
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es). He has a home at Udorn
Airbase in Thailand.

There are reasons 1o be-

ere ain L
Expressions of fear indicale
the name of Poe is tabogo. It
is not hard to understand

lieve Poe’s operation at Nam | why,

Lieu is just the tip of an ice-|
burg of U.S. activitics in '

China and Burma, Take for
example: . :

@ Sources close to the CIA
report that, the CIA is work-
ing with Shan insurgent
groups in northern Burma.
According to the same
sources, the Burmese gov-
ernment is gelting assistance
from the CIA mounting air
strikes on insurgent groups
in the same area. This sec-
ond operation is centered at
Mandalay.

e Burmesec horder offi-
cials at the Thai-Burma bor-
.der morthwest of here claim
there 'is permanent CIA “in-
telligence gathering activity”
going on in Burma near the
Chinese and Lao borders.

“White Chinese” guerrillas
remnants of Chiang Xai-
shek's army forced out of
China by the Conumnunists)
numbering 2000 men and
armed with M-1, M-2, and
M-16 American rifles are
also said by the Burmese to
be active: in the same area
(Chinese Communist troops
are also reporied by the Bur-
mese to be inthe arca).
* @ 'Nung pcople originally
from the mountains of the
North Vietnamese and
Chinese borders now. living
north of Saigon, near the pro-
vincial town of Xuan Loc in
South Vietnam, report some
of their men have been re-
cruited at high salaries to
work “in - guerrilla bands on
the North Vicinamese and
Chinese frontiers.

The Nungs are given 500.-

1000 piasters (about U.S. 831500

at.the free madrket rate of ex-
change) before they leave,
and another 500,600 if and
when they come back six
months lafer.

As for Houei Sai. it knows
much more than it lets on.
Long a center of the opium
trade, it has learned to hear
no evil, see no evil and speak
no evil.

Everyone from the beard-
ed IVS (International Volun-
tary Services) volunteer and
the USAID refugec officer to
the village resfaurateur are

part of the “team.” Nobody
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